
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2020 TERM 1 WEEK 10 

Dear North Fremantle Community, 
 

Thank you to our NFPS community.  As the staff have been traveling up a steep learning 
curve we have been encouraged with messages of support, deliveries of special treats 
and even anonymous surprises. We are all missing the students but are grateful that 
we are able to socially distance and focus on our students’ learning in a different way.  
We appreciate that it must also be tricky for those of you who have your whole family 
at home, supporting each other to work and learn. Thank you for your commitment. 
 

TERM 2  
You will be aware that laws, advice and expectations are continually changing and I am 
unable to give you 100% certainty about what Term 2 will look like.  As we approach 
Term 2, I will provide you with updates.  At this stage our advice from our Director 
General has been to proceed with the following information. 

 There will be three categories of students next term: 
o Online – children who are able to access online learning from home. 
o Paper-based – children who do not have access to a computer or who, for varied reasons, require physical 

resources to be sent home. 
o Vulnerable students and essential services families physically attending school. 

 These level of flexibility are required by schools across WA in recognition of the distinctive nature of each public school 
and their community.  Across the many public schools in the state there will be different proportions of students in 
each category.  There are many communities where no home is online or where students live in vulnerable 
circumstances. One size does not fit all.   

 

We are very fortunate that most of our students are able to access online learning from home.  Thank you all for sharing 
your child’s access potential with the classroom teachers.  We will continue to use this information as we plan for NFPS.  
 

Recognising that things may change over the next two weeks, at NFPS we are continuing to make plans to support these 
three groups.  To assist with planning for supervision of our vulnerable and essential service families that may require 
their children to be physically attending school next term please email: 
northfremantle.ps@education.wa.edu.au with your child’s name and the days that they may be on the school site. To 
help keep everyone safe in this time our advice to families remains: 
 

 Families are strongly encouraged to keep their children at home if they have the capacity to do so. 
 

The official start date for Term 2 at NFPS will be on Wednesday 29th April 2020.  On Tuesday 28th April during our 
scheduled School Development Day students in K-1 will be invited to drive by our school to pick up some hands-on 
resources that your children will require to support their learning (times, locations and instructions will be sent as a class 
Connect Notice). All students will be sent Connect Notices from their classroom teacher outlining their online learning 
programs for Week 1 Term 2 on Tuesday 28th April.  
 

 
 

 Address:  30 John Street, North Fremantle, 6159                          Telephone: (08) 9432 1300 
 Website: www.northfremantleps.wa.edu.au                                  Email: northfremantle.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday 28 April 
Staff Development Day 

K-1 Resource Drive-by Pick Up 
Class Online Learning 

Programs Available on Connect  
 

Please monitor Connect for  
COVID-19 updates. 
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ONLINE LEARNING 
 

Staff have engaged in collaborative working sessions supporting each other to share and develop resources.  As I 
mentioned in our recent Connect notice the primary platforms for learning will be through Connect and Webex.  Webex 
is a platform that we are aiming to use to host live chats.  Currently we are experiencing some difficulties hosting live 
chats on our school network.  There are planned upgrades during the holidays and we are hopeful that we will overcome 
these problems over the next few weeks.  Classes will introduce families to this platform in a gradual manner as we 
overcome our technical challenges.  
 

Staff will be making regular contact.  This will hopefully be via Webex (online live chats) or telephone calls to encourage 
everyone in their learning and to keep connected.  If you are corresponding with staff, please be mindful that we will not 
be able to respond immediately.  Thank you in advance for your understanding that staff will respond to your requests 
but will prioritise their time as needed. 
 

Learning at home will look different and different year levels will also look different.   Classroom teachers will be sending 
weekly schedules of learning and resources to support this learning.  Specialist teachers will also send out a notice each 
week with learning activities. We have four specialist areas and I would envision that students complete one specialist 
area per day throughout the week. On the fifth day they can catch up or redo their favourite specialist activity  
 

All of the class Connect notices will have attachments outlining the learning requirements.  For most of our students who 
will be working online there may be embedded links in these documents to help navigate and facilitate online learning. 
There will be some activities that will require support and guidance while others should be familiar to the students and 
they may be able to work more independently.  It would be helpful if children were able to have a work from home space.  
We would recommend that you plan out each day during the week and set aside some time for different kinds of learning 
that works for the unique circumstances of your family.  
 

School Life is very different. Your home life is different. The way your children are being taught and learning is different. 
As we continue on this journey we will make changes for improvement. We will make changes as we learn new skills and 
to respond to the needs of our students and parents. Our school infographic shows that we are deeply rooted in a solid 
vision, clear purpose and authentic values. The strength of our school is our students, staff, parents and community.  
Especially in times such as this it is through the actions of these people that we can produce rich leaves, our school 
priorities, and reach our targets.  Thank you for the part you are currently playing in living out this graphic in our current 
circumstances.  
 

HOLIDAY IDEAS 
There are two attachments with this Newsletter today that you may like to use during the school holidays.  The first 
attachment is Time Capsule Ideas.  You may like to use this resource and work together as a family to make a time capsule. 
As we are continually reminded these are unprecedented times.  As I have mentioned before we are part of history that 
may be talked about for generations to come.  A time capsule such as this may be a source of evidence in the future.  
5 

The second attachment that we are sharing today is a book, Coronavirus – A Book for Children, that was recently published 
to support families across the world at this time. It is our hope that you use this book as a family to clarify misconceptions 
and facilitate positive discussions.  It is important that during this time we remember to choose our words and actions 
carefully. We need to stay positive, sometimes that means changing our words.  For example;  

“My friends and I can’t see each other.”  “My friends and I are protecting each other.” 
“I am stuck at home.”  “I am safe at home.” 

“I miss the things I love.”  “I am increasing my gratitude for the things that I love.” 
 

 

If any of you are going on a bear hunt, don’t forget to look up at my office window   
 

Learning may be looking different but Mrs Grigson has still put together 
some of the highlights from our Year 4/5 students from Room 6 to share with you in 
this Newsletter. 
 

I wish you all a safe and happy Easter and restful vacation. During this time, we 
continue to ask that you regularly check Connect for more information.  This will 
remain our main platform for continuity of communication and learning.  Thank you 
for the empathy, understanding, and kindness to one another.  
 

Linda Chandler  
Principal  

ROOM 6 
YEAR 4/5 



 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON . . . Room 6 

Room 6 Mrs Grigson 
 

Room 6   Year 4/5 
We have had a term full of learning about ourselves and others and how to interact positively and 
supportively. We’ve engaged in challenges, and pushed ourselves to be the best we can in all aspects of our 
school lives.  
 

During Literacy activities we are learning to edit our own and others’ writing using different colours for 
different aspects of the editing process. We commenced the term writing narratives and included descriptive 
language for setting, events and characters.  We have finished the term writing persuasive texts using high 
modality words and formulating rhetorical questions to entertain and persuade our readers. We are trying 
to correctly use homophones, punctuation and paragraphing; to appropriately structure and format our 
writing for different purposes.  Reading short novels in guided reading sessions has allowed us to read at our 
own pace and still share our interest by completing activities using similar books. 
 

Year 4 students presented their research project, Grass to Glass, to the 
class. It followed the production of milk from farm to the table. During 
Science they investigated natural and processed materials and the 
properties of these. They tested the 
natural quality of wool for a variety of 
properties including its insulation 
qualities for heat and cold 
temperatures. In HASS they are 
working on a research assignment on 
an early explorer who navigated the 

open seas in search of treasure and riches. There were many influential 
explorers and students are preparing a poster and speech to present to 
the class. 
 

Year 5 students investigated food safety and hygiene practices and designed 
fridge magnets to encourage and support effective food and hygiene practices.  
During Science they investigated the properties 
of solids, liquids and gases and had fun testing 
how these substances behaved. They have 
compared, tested and evaluated the properties 
of these with interesting findings.  Australia has a 

colourful past and we have looked at our history using picture books, 
navigating delicate topics through historical fiction; nonfiction texts and 
research to help us understand our early history from different viewpoints.  
  

The past few weeks have caused some changes to the classroom 
and school community. The students have displayed wonderful 
caring and resilient behaviours towards each other as we’ve 
navigated a unique and rapidly changing school and community 
environment.  I look forward to seeing all my students in the 
future when the classroom is abuzz with learning again.  Thank 
you all for your support this term. 

 
Susie Grigson  

 
 
 



 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 

Student Health 
 

Colour Blindness 
Colour blindness means that a person cannot distinguish some colours or see the colours differently to other people.  
Very few people who are colour blind are ‘blind’ to all colours.  Commonly, the colours seen differently are greens, 
yellows, oranges and reds. 
 

An information leaflet on colour blindness has been distributed to all pre-primary students in term 1.  An electronic 
copy of this information can be found on the healthy WA website.  All families please take the time to read this 
information. 
 

If you have any concerns, colour vision testing can be performed by some general 
practitioners, eye specialists or optometrists. 
 

School Health Nurse 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

OSCH News 

Dear Y Families,  

By way of saying thanks, and to support the parents and families who attend our children’s 
services, we’d like to share our recent news in teaming up with global fitness expert Les Mills to 
offer you 60 days of free access to the Les Mills On Demand service. 

So what does this mean? This allows you access to 800+ premium workouts, including mindfulness exercises, yoga and 
even dedicated programs for children from 2 years of age, to specific teen workouts designed to get the kids active, on 
almost any device, anytime, anywhere.  

This is not just great for all physically, but a great way to boost mental health at such an uncertain time. These workouts 
range from 15 to 55 minutes and there are options for all fitness levels, with and without equipment, being super easy 
to use! 

Why wait! Access the free 60 day offer by clicking the link – bit.ly/les-mills-the-Y 

Once registered, please allow at least 24 hours for the activation of your free subscription to take place. Please note 
you will not be required to give your credit card or bank details – this is a free promotion valid for 60 days. 

Have more questions? Read our FAQ here - https://www.ymcawa.org.au/les-mills-on-demand 

Here at the Y WA we’ve been supporting our communities for over 100 years, and this is one small way we can help at 
this challenging time. Together let’s keep connected, follow us on Instagram and check out our Facebook for our latest 
updates, tips and activities. 

Keep well and keep fit! 

   
Emma Tarrant 

OSHC Manager 
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